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St. Leonard Elementary
August 2014
Dear Parents,


Welcome back! I hope your summer was fun and relaxing. I am excited to start my SIXTH year as music teacher at Saint Leonard Elementary. I look forward to working with your child each week.

Your child will have music for 45 minutes once every five day rotation. I strive to include a variety of activities in each of those classes to reach every learner. Your child will be participating in a combination of singing, dancing, playing instruments, listening, reading, writing, and composing/creating in class. By the end of the year, your child will have completed the county and state curriculum for music and will be fully prepared for the next year. The end of year expectations for each grade level can be found on the music link on the school website. 
The students will learn about all of the elements of music each year including rhythm, melody, harmony, texture, timbre, form, dynamics, and style. In Kindergarten your student gains a basic knowledge of these elements including: steady beat, simple rhythm, high/low pitch, loud/soft, and same/different. Throughout elementary school your student builds on their knowledge of each of these music elements to gain a fuller, richer understanding of music. By the end of fifth grade, they can play melodies and harmonic progressions, sight-read rhythms, sing in two part harmony and four part rounds, and compose short works. Additionally, students will see how music connects to the other subject areas through song lyrics, reading strategies, math strategies, and science.

To begin this year, students will be learning about our National Anthem and other patriotic pieces. By the middle of September, your child should recognize and sing a portion or all of the “Star-Spangled Banner.” This year we celebrate the 200th anniversary of the writing of “The Defense at Fort McHenry,” which became the lyrics to our anthem. Therefore, focus will be on this important song. In mid-September, students will experience and learn some Latin music for Hispanic Heritage Month! Then our musical journey will continue around the world and through history.

In third, fourth, and fifth grade, your student will learn to play recorder. More information will come home to parents later in the year. Also in third, fourth, and fifth grade, your student will have the opportunity to join chorus if they wish. More information about chorus should be in your child’s Tuesday folder.

I have high expectations for your students in music class. Students are expected to come to class ready to participate and learn. In music, your child’s grade is 70% process and 30% product. The process grades occur while the student is learning –observations, worksheets, practice, etc. The product grades occur after a student has learned a concept – written tests, playing tests, and final project presentations. I will ask students to sing, play, and move individually and in small groups to assess their mastery of a concept. County wide performance and written assessments will be given in second and fifth grade this year. 

Our MUSIC rules/expectations are: Make choices that help you and others learn; Use instruments and materials with care; Speak, sing, and play only when asked; Immediately follow all directions; and Consider others and be kind. There is a clip chart in the music room. If students clip up or down for their behavior in music, their teacher is notified and clips are moved appropriately in the classroom. Students work together to earn their class music token and move their class up the music staff to earn an extra fun activity. 
Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions regarding the curriculum, grading, or your child’s progress. My contact information is below. 

Sincerely,                   

Kristen Walker

SLES Music Teacher

410-535-7714

walkerke@calvertnet.k12.md.us
_971175771

